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                                Welcome to District 2

This Guide is designed to give the cyclist an idea of what to 
expect while cycling in the northeastern counties of California,
the area covered by California Department of Transportation, 
District 2.

District 2 extends from Trinity, Tehama, and Plumas counties 
northward through Shasta and Lassen counties to Siskiyou
and Modoc counties on the border with Oregon.  All of the 
State and U.S. Routes in these counties are open to cyclists
except for a few designated sections which have alternate
routes identified in this guide.

While cycling in District 2, you can expect to find yourself 
traveling through a variety of towns big and small.  In the bigger
towns, a cyclist can expect to find many services available such
as stores, restaurants, hotels, and service stations.  In the smaller
towns, these services may be limited or non-existent.  It is 
recommended that travelers plan ahead as they may encounter
many miles of highway with few or no services.  For your
convenience, there is a list of Chambers of Commerce on the 
pages that follow to assist you in determining what services
are available in each community.

While enjoying the 1200+ highway miles open to cyclists in 
District 2, you should be aware of certain hazards.  On all
highways other than I-5,  a cyclist should expect to find paved
shoulder widths anywhere from 0 to 8 feet, with 2 feet or less
being most common.  On I-5 a cyclist will encounter a 10-foot
treated shoulder with rumblestrips.  A rumblestrip is a grooved
pattern,  typically 12 to18 inches wide, placed on the paved
shoulder at the edge of a travel lane to alert drivers they are
drifting from the travel lane.



2

Please be prepared while cycling in District 2 for potentially 
wide variations and/or rapid changes in weather conditions.
The temperature can vary from over 100 degrees Fahrenheit 
in the Sacramento Valley to below freezing in the mountains,
even in the summer.  Rain, wind, snow, and other conditions
can all be encountered during the same ride depending on 
the time of year.

The terrain in District 2 ranges from flat valley land, to
rolling  foothills, to mountainous areas with grades of 6 %
or more.  Profile maps are included in this cycle guide to help
you assess the difficulty of a route and determine items you
should take on your trip while cycling in District 2.

The State of California,  counties, cities, and the
communities over whose facilities you may travel, 
are not responsible or intended herein as to the safety or
fitness  of the routes where bicycle travel is allowed.

We hope you enjoy cycling in District 2 and welcome any 
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Laws Pertaining to the Operation of a Bicycle
All excerpts taken from California Vehicle Code sections 21200-21212.  Some sections of the law
have been reworded or abbreviated.

Rights and Responsibilities:

Brakes:

Two-Way Streets:

Handlebars:

Bicycle Size:

Helmet:

Lights and Reflectors:

Every person riding a bicycle upon a highway has all the rights and is subject to all
the duties applicable to the driver of a vehicle.

 No person shall operate a bicycle on a roadway unless it is equipped with a brake
which will enable the operator to make one braked-wheel skid on dry, level, clean
pavement. 
 
No person shall operate on the highway any bicycle equipped with handlebars so
raised that the operator must elevate their hands above the level of his shoulders
in order to grasp the normal steering grip area. 
 

No person shall operate upon any highway a bicycle which is of such a size as to
prevent the operator from safely stopping the bicycle, supporting it in an upright
position with at least one foot on the ground, and restarting it in a safe manner.
 
 

A person under 18 years of age shall not operate a bicycle upon a street, bikeway,
or any other public bicycle path or trail unless that person is wearing a properly
fitted and fastened bicycle helmet.  This requirement also applies to a person who
rides upon a bicycle while in a restraining seat that is attached to the bicycle or
trailer towed by a bicycle.
 
 

Any person operating a bicycle upon a highway at a speed less than the normal
speed of traffic moving in the same direction at such time shall ride as close as
practical to the right-hand curb or edge of the roadway except under any of the
following situations:
(1) When overtaking and passing another bicycle or vehicle proceeding in
      the same direction.
(2) When preparing for a left-turn at an intersection or into a private road or
     driveway.
(3) When reasonably necessary to avoid conditions (including but not limited to)
     fixed or moving objects, vehicles, bicycles, pedestrians, animals, surface
     hazards, or lane widths that makes it unsafe to continue along right-hand
     curb or edge. 

 

Every bike operated upon any highway during darkness shall be equipped (1)
with a lamp emitting a white light which, while the bicycle is in motion, illuminates
the highway in front of the bicyclist and is visible from a distance of 300 feet in
front and from the sides of the bicycle; (2) with a red reflector on the rear which
shall be visible from a distance of 500 feet to the rear when directly in front of
lawful upper beams of headlamps on a vehicle; (3) with a white or yellow reflector
on each pedal visible from the front or rear of the bicycle from a distance of 200 
feet; (4) with a white or yellow reflector on each side forward of the center of the
bicycle, and a white or red reflector on each side to the rear of the center of the
bicycle. 
 
















































































































































